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Yidan Prize Summit 
A global platform for locally rooted ideas and changemakers shaping education’s futures 
 

An annual flagship gathering where global insights meet local expertise, the Yidan Prize Summit brings together a 

powerhouse of changemakers in Asia’s world city, Hong Kong. Through a wide range of interactive sessions, networking 

events, and workshops, we spotlight, celebrate, and uncover innovations that are transforming how we learn and live. 

 
Participants bring diverse viewpoints from schools and universities, academia, philanthropy, NGOs, think tanks, 

multilaterals, governments, and businesses — connecting across disciplines, domains, and cultures to spark new ideas 

and drive change. Previous speakers include: 

 

 

 
HRH Princess 

Laurentien of the 

Netherlands 
Co-director, Number 5 

Foundation 

 

 
The Hon Gordon 

Brown 
UN Special Envoy for 

Global Education; former 

Prime Minister of the 

United Kingdom 

 

 

The Hon Julia 

Gillard 
Former Prime Minister of 

Australia; Chair, 

Wellcome Trust 

 

 

 
Professor Abhijit 

Banerjee 
2019 Nobel Prize 

Laureate in Economics 

 

 
Dr Rukmini 

Banerji 
CEO, Pratham Education 

Foundation 

 

 

Professor Carol S. 

Dweck 
Lewis and Virginia Eaton 

Professor of Psychology, 

Stanford University 

 

 
Stefania Giannini 
Former Assistant 

Director-General for 

Education, UNESCO 

 

 
Dr Vee Kativhu 
Girls Education Activist 

and Founder, 

Empowered By Vee 

 

 
Professor Ju-Ho 

Lee 
Former Acting President 

and Minister for 

Education, The Republic 

of Korea 

 

 
Angeline 

Murimirwa 
CEO, CAMFED; 2025 

TIME 100 Most 

Influential People 

 

 

Andreas 

Schleicher 
Director for the 

Directorate of Education 

and Skills, OECD 

 

 
Professor Yongxin  

Zhu 
Founder, New Education 

Initiative 

 

 
  

https://youtu.be/uraf4WoJuSc
https://youtu.be/sp8J0mYPsn4
https://youtu.be/zAxvRxcC3e4
https://youtu.be/KnFaxMYJA_Y
https://youtu.be/aOOLRiUyNG8
https://youtu.be/v-ReyejNNwE
https://youtu.be/8vKqsufu8_g
https://youtu.be/Stc1VdakD4c
https://youtu.be/UDgYNQfVyAo
https://youtu.be/aOOLRiUyNG8
https://youtu.be/gnVvkPIyI68
https://youtu.be/8dDNtV4MwtI
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Our 2025 Summit in numbers 
Over two days of discussion, we examined the theme of “Education at a crossroads” through inspiring stories of 

transformation. Alongside the core program, we co-hosted a series of knowledge exchange events with partners 

including the University of Hong Kong, Our Hong Kong Foundation, Lirvana Labs, and UNHCR – the UN Refugee Agency.  

 

588 in-person attendees 

from 52 countries 

84 representatives 

from philanthropic foundations 

  

 

265 youth leaders, students, and educators 
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Creating a better world through education 
Yidan Prize Foundation is the global philanthropic organization behind the world’s highest education accolade. 

Established in 2016, the foundation serves as a lighthouse to spotlight role models and illuminate possibilities for a 

brighter future. Through the Yidan Prize and its global learning community, it champions changemakers whose work is 

future-oriented, innovative, transformative, and sustainable. To date, the Yidan Prize Foundation has awarded a total of 

HK$540 million (approximately US$70 million) to recognize the outstanding achievements of 21 laureates and scale their 

work in over 50 countries across research and practice. 

 

 

To learn more about us, we invite you to explore a selection of media features below, highlighting our work and that of 

our laureates. 

 

  

  

 

   
 

 

https://www.brookings.edu/articles/solutions-that-scale-reflections-from-the-asu-gsv-summit/
https://www.cnbcafrica.com/media/6308067009112/advancing-stem-learning-in-africa
https://www.devex.com/news/how-bilingual-instruction-is-boosting-learning-in-senegal-111024
https://www.edweek.org/technology/opinion-this-professor-won-the-nobel-for-education-heres-what-his-work-means-for-educators/2026/01
https://www.ft.com/partnercontent/yidan-prize-foundation/is-education-innovating-fast-enough.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nickmorrison/2023/10/31/worlds-biggest-education-prize-opens-nominations-for-2024/?sh=6751adc5bdce
https://fortune.com/asia/2024/12/29/war-child-alliance-teach-kids-award-winning-edtech-team-teachers-crisis/
https://ydprize.org/4fQ4xAO
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/3293801/teachers-must-embrace-ai-founder-hong-kong-based-philanthropic-foundation-says?module=perpetual_scroll_0&pgtype=article
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/we-must-confront-assumptions-have-held-back-he-centuries
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